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MP criticises over-regulation on environment matters

Newbury, October 16, 2009

Newbury MP Richard Benyon has hit out at excessive government regulation of
businesses on the environment, and signalled significant change under a Tory

government.

"British business is groaning under the weight of excessive regulation," he

said, "And we must reduce the burden of red tape."

Addressing business leaders at a forum entitled "Business as Usual in the Low
Carbon Economy", hosted recently by Bayer in Newbury, Mr Benyon criticised the
Government's approach as "more focused on the process of regulation than its
outcome." adding, "A collaborative approach at an international level has
achieved more on climate change and the environment than governments acting

alone."

His remarks also included the promise of fresh new thinking, as outlined in the
Conservative Green Paper "The Low Carbon Economy" which focuses on transport,
energy and international regulation. Low carbon buildings, transport and

commerce would be enabled by such ideas as a smart grid for intelligent
management of energy demand and supply, grants for energy efficiency
improvement, recovered through fuel bills, a new high-speed rail network, and

the aim to become a world leader in enabling more hybrid and other low-carbon
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vehicles, for businesses and individuals.

Mr Benyon, himself the head of a farming business, also acknowledged feedback
from local businessmen that, given the financial climate, survival was currently

a higher priority than sustainability, but added that what is good for climate
change is also good for business. The business community would, he said, be "a

major engine” for sustainability in the future.

ends

Caption: Speakers at the climate forum held at Bayer House in Newbury - Bayer CEO, Martin Dawkins;

Richard Benyon MP; Colin Pedley, Bayer Green Manager and Caroline Billington from a-count-a-bility.

Contact:
Rachel Owen, Phone: 01635 563410, Fax: 01635 563513
E-mail: rachel.owen.ro@bayer.co.uk

Andrea Postles, Phone: 01635 563031, Fax: 01635 563513
E-mail;: andrea.postles.ap@bayer.co.uk

Note to Editors

Bayer: Science For A Better Life

Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the fields of health care, nutrition and high-
tech materials. The company’s products and services are designed to benefit people and improve
their quality of life. At the same time Bayer creates value through innovation, growth and high
earning power. The Group is committed to the principles of sustainable development and to its
role as a socially and ethically responsible corporate citizen. Economy, ecology and social
responsibility are corporate policy objectives of equal rank. In fiscal 2008, Bayer employed
108,600 people and had sales of €32.9 billion. Capital expenditures amounted to €2.0 billion, R&D
expenses to €2.7 billion. For more information, go to www.bayer.com.

For more information, go to www.bayer.co.uk For news releases, background material and
graphics on Bayer worldwide, go to www.press.bayer.com
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Forward-Looking Statements

This news release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer
Group or subgroup management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to
material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company
and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in Bayer’s public reports which are available on
the Bayer website at www.bayer.com. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking
statements or to conform them to future events or developments.
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